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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] This invention relates generally to toys, and more particularly, to a 
pool toy that moves and sinks in water, and has animal or plant-like 
characteristics . 

2. Description of Related Art 

[0002] It is well known to provide various amusement devices for use in 
water. In particular, there are a number of devices or toys for use by children 
playing in bathtubs and pools. These known devices or toys provide endless 
hours of enjoyment and entertainment for children. 

[0003] However, the known bath or pool devices or toys are limited to 
specifically shaped or acting fixed or variable buoyancy devices, or toys. Many 
of these devices rest or are secured at the bottom of a pool for retrieval by a 
diving child. Additionally, there are a number of other devices or toys that are 
formed in the shape of animals, fish or persons for use in air or in water. All of 
the known devices or toys are acceptable for their intended purposed, but are 
limited and not entirely satisfactory or versatile enough to be used in all types 
of games or play. 

[0004] Therefore, there exists the need for a pool sink toy that moves and 
provides more satisfactory play value. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] Accordingly, it is a general object of the present invention to 
provide an improved and simplified water toy. It is a particular object of the 
present invention to provide an improved and simplified pool sink toy. It is yet 
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another particular object of the present invention to provide an improved and 
simplified pool sink toy that moves in an unpredictable manner while sinking. 
It is yet another particular object of the present invention to provide an 
improved and simplified underwater toy having a weighted head with an 
5 opening formed therein, secured to a plurality of elongated members that float 
in the water. And it is yet a still further object of the present invention to 
provide an underwater sink toy having an opening formed in a head to allow 
the toy to be easily grasped, worn as a ring on a finger, or collected together 
with other toys. 

1 0 [0006] These and other objects and advantages of the present invention 
are achieved by providing a device having a base with an opening formed 
therein. The base is made from a material that will sink in water. A plurality of 
elongated members, made from a material that floats in water, are secured to 
the base to enable the device to sink in water with the base floating 

1 5 downwardly, and which device will move in reaction to currents in the water. 
The opening formed in the base allows the device to be easily collected together 
with other devices, or grasped or worn by a user during play. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

20 [0007] The objects and features of the present invention, which are 
believed to be novel, are set forth with particularity in the appended claims. 
The present invention, both as to its organization and manner of operation, 
together with further objects and advantages, may best be understood by 
reference to the following description, taken in connection with the 

25 accompanying drawings, wherein: 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a sinker toy of the present 
invention; 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the sinker toy of FIG. 1; 
[0010] FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the sinker toy of FIG. 1; 
30 [001 1] FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the sinker toy of FIG. 1; 
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[0012] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the sinker toy, looking toward the 
base; and 

[0013] FIG. 6 is a further perspective view of the sinker toy, looking 
toward the tail and the elongated members. 

5 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0014] The following description is provided to enable any person skilled 
in the art to make and use the invention and sets forth the best modes 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. Various 
1 0 modifications, however, will remain readily apparent to those skilled in the art, 
since the generic principles of the present invention have been defined herein 
specifically to provide for an improved and simplified water sinker device or toy 
10 that is sized and dimensioned to slowly move and sink in water to simulate 
a squid, or the like. 

1 5 [0015] The toy 10 is comprised of a base or head 12 and a tail portion 14. 
The base or head 12 may be of any desired size and shape, and is preferably 
made from a hard rubber, light metal or plastic, of sufficient weight to enable 
the entire toy to sink in water, while the tail portion is made from a floatable 
material to provide the device with buoyancy. 

20 [0016] The base or head 12 may also include a hole or opening 16 formed 
therein to create a ring 18 that can be opened for adjustment, along line or 
space 20. The head 12 and opening 16 could be circular, flat, oblong, 
rectangular, etc. However, in a currently preferred embodiment the head 12 
and opening 16 are preferably approximately oval in shape. The base or head 

25 12 is preferably shaped, sized and dimensioned so as to smoothly move or sink 
through water and may include fins. The head 12 is illustrated as having a 
substantially half oval, ballistic-shaped outer end 22 floating downwardly. This 
outer end could, of course be flattened or have a platform added thereto. The 
head 12 has a larger inner end 24. In one preferred embodiment of the 
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invention, the head 12 is made from a hardened rubber material approximately 
1 Va" to 2" long. The inner end 22 of the head is substantially circular, and may 
be substantially flat, but preferably has an uneven or wavy surface with a 
diameter of approximately 1". The head 12 may be provided with eyes and/ or 
5 facial features, and may be of any color or desired design and/or shape, with or 
without fins. 

[0017] The tail portion 14 includes a plurality of elongated members 26 
removably secured to the flattened, larger inner end 24 of head 12. These 
members 26 may be removably inserted in apertures or openings formed in the 

1 0 inner end 22 for easy replacement. The elongated members 26 are preferably 
made from a soft, lightweight material, such as silicone, rubber, or an 
equivalent plastic that floats in water. The number of elongated members 26 
used in the tail portion 14 may vary, depending on the size and weight of the 
head 12, the length of each elongated member and the desired rate of 

15 movement and/or sinking of the toy 10 in a pool, or the like. The number of 
elongated members may vary between about 6 to 52, with a preferred range of 
from about 12 to 25. The number of elongated members 26 is selected to 
closely match the weight of the head so as to allow the toy 10 to slowly move 
and sink in water. The outer end 22 of the head 12 will be pointing generally 

20 downwardly toward the bottom of a pool, or the like, and the elongated 
members 26 will slowly move in water to simulate the tentacles of a squid, or 
the like. The elongated members 26 may take any desired shape, but are 
preferably substantially circular or oval in diameter with rounded outer ends. 
The actual tentacles used on the toy may be of different shapes, or all the same 

25 shape. For example, 50% of the tentacles on the toy 10 may be one shape 
while the other 50% of the tentacles may be another shape. 
[0018] In a currently preferred embodiment of the invention, the tail 14 
comprises a set of about 16 elongated members, 8 of which are substantially 
circular and 8 of which are oval shaped tentacles. Each of the tentacles is 

30 about 4 W about 4 %" in length and tapers from approximately 1/4" where 
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they are connected to or in the inner end 22 of head 12, to a rounded outer end 
or tip 28, about 1/8" in diameter. 

[0019] The unique design of the sink toy 10 of the present invention 
captures or mimics the look of a squid-like underwater creature as it moves or 
5 sinks in water. The weighted ring head 12 having the opening 16 therein 
provides an easy way for a person to grasp or hold onto the toy 10. 
Additionally, the opening 16 allows the sink toy 10 to be worn like a ring on a 
finger of a user, or may be used to attach the toy to various objects. 
[0020] For example, when used in during swimming in water, for example 

10 in a swimming pool, a person can place the sink toy 10 on one of their fingers 
and will be able to paddle or swim substantially unencumbered. Also, during 
play in water, such as in a swimming pool, a swimmer can "spear" the sink toy 
10 on a finger to "thread the needle" and capture the sink toy. 
[0021] Those skilled in the art will appreciate that various adaptations 

15 and modifications of the just-described preferred embodiments can be 
configured without departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. 
Therefore, it is to be understood that, within the scope of the appended claims, 
the invention may be practiced other than as specifically described herein. 
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